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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To:
Headteachers of VA Schools

Dear Colleagues
Capital Grant Funding in VA Schools 2012/13
As many of you will be aware, the Locally Co-ordinated VA Programme (LCVAP) is a capital grant scheme that has been running for a number of years and has been used to support school building improvement/development projects which were beyond the resources of accumulated Devolved Formula Capital (DFC) funding.  
The Coalition Government has been reviewing all government spending over the last year and the mechanism for school capital and revenue funding is currently under consultation.  How the outcome of the consultation will impact on education funding and how quickly any changes will be implemented is unclear at this time. 

We are obviously hopeful that there will continue to be capital grant funds for all schools.  We must be realistic, however, and assume that the capital funding streams that are currently in place may be affected.  You will have seen your own Devolved Formula Capital Grant drastically reduced this year and I think it would be safe to assume similar low levels of direct capital funding for at least the next couple of years. 
As for LCVAP, we are in the same position as we were last year in that we are not certain that LCVAP will continue.  Whilst the funding is not certain, however, I am moving forward on the basis that we will be allocated another ‘interim’ year of funding.  I should appreciate being advised of any plans and projects where you would need additional capital grant funding.  Whilst I would not advise you to submit plans for large capital projects, as these are unlikely to be affordable or achievable within a year, no matter what funding is put in place, it will be useful to have a list of a number of modest projects that we would be able to consider, should any capital grant funding be confirmed.

The priorities of the Coalition Government for school capital funding are Local Authority identified basic need issues – ie funding for additional pupil places – and condition issues.  We will refer to these criteria when reviewing applications.  I should be grateful if you would forward a copy of the latest condition survey and suitability and sufficiency data for your school if you wish to submit an application.

If you have a project which you wish to be considered for inclusion in any potential 2012/13 capital programme, would you please complete the section overleaf and return to me at the address below by 18 November 2011.  
Yours sincerely
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Julia Creasey
School Buildings Officer

	Capital Grant Funding Requirement 2012/13 PROGRAMME: PROJECT FOR CONSIDERATION



	School & Address:


	
	LA:

	Project Detail:
	

	Estimated total cost (please include fees + VAT):

NB: Projects without an estimated total cost cannot be included.

	£
	

	Please state how the estimated costs have been reached:

	

	Name of Consultant:

	

	Please state how the above proposal addresses problems identified as high priority on the school’s asset management plans including condition, suitability, sufficiency and capacity:
	

	What are your proposals for raising the required 10% governor contribution?


	

	How much is the school able to contribute from Formula Capital towards the project?

	

	Will this project involve building on the playing fields?

	Yes / No

	Has any preparatory work been done on the project?  

If so, please give a brief indication of the stage you have reached.


	


N.B: 
Please include the latest condition survey and / or the latest suitability / sufficiency and capacity data.
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM, NO LATER THAN 18 NOVEMBER 2011, TO:
Julia Creasey, School Buildings Officer
A copy of this form is available on the Schools Team’s website: www.stalbanseducation.org.uk 
Holywell Lodge   41 Holywell Hill   St Albans   Herts AL1 1HE   www.stalbans.anglican.org
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