CRITERIA FOR JUDGING AN RE LESSON

 

 Outstanding

· Pupils are engrossed in their lesson and look forward to RE 
· Pupils are making significant progress in their knowledge, understanding and skills in Christianity and the other major world faiths 
· Achievement is high 
· Pupils are able to show a clear knowledge and understanding of the diversity of belief and practice within individual religions 
· Pupils are able to show a clear knowledge and understanding of the different faith communities and their teachings and evaluate their contributions to personal, local, national and international situations 
· Pupils are able to articulate and express their knowledge and understanding in a clear and concise way through a variety of genre 
· Pupils are able to speak confidently  about religious ideas and concepts using correct religious / technical language 
· Pupils are able to explain the use of symbolism in religion 
· Pupils develop independence and interdependence 

· Pupils are able to recall previous learning effectively 
· Pupils can reflect critically on ultimate questions in life 
· Pupils are able to express and argue a position on moral/ethical issues recognising the strengths and weaknesses in the argument and sharing an understanding of religious perspectives on these issues 
· Pupils are able to reflect on their own beliefs and values in the light of their learning 
· Teaching is inspirational 
· The lesson encourages inspirational learning 
· Teachers show expert subject knowledge and understanding 
· There is a climate where all are respected and given constant encouragement and affirmation 
· The teacher is a skilled practitioner, using a variety of methods to promote pupil learning 

· Expectations of achievement are high 
· Thinking skills are used effectively to encourage pupils to be reflective and evaluative 
· The lesson is stimulating and challenging 
· Teachers understand how pupils learn 
· There are high expectations of behaviour 
· Tasks are clearly matched to ability 
· Activities are well focused 
· Social, moral, cultural development are enhanced 
· Pupils are enabled to reach their full potential 
· The learning environment is inspirational. 
· High quality resources and artefacts are used to promote effective learning. This includes ICT/ interactive whiteboards 
 

 

 

Good

· Most pupils are making progress and achieving well 
· Pupils have a secure knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith and the other major world faiths 
· Pupils have a clear understanding of religious ideas and concepts 
· Pupils ask informed questions 
· Pupils are able to recall their previous learning 
· Pupils are able to use key religious words and terminology 
· Pupils can talk confidently about key religious figures and ideas with understanding and insight 

· Pupils can demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of religions and what is distinctive to each 
· Pupils can interpret religious concepts and symbolism and the meaning of external appearances of faith 
· Pupils are able to engage in argument and disagree with respect 
· Pupils are able to distinguish between opinions, viewpoints and beliefs 
· Pupils are sensitive to the impact of their ideas and behaviour on others 
· Pupils are able to reflect on the spiritual dimensions of life 
· Pupils are able to recognise the experiences that they share with members of faith communities. Eg suffering and death and use this information to further their understanding of how people make sense of these experiences.     
· The teacher has a clear understanding of what constitutes good practice in RE 
· The teacher has a clear knowledge and understanding of religious concepts and ideas 
· The teacher has a genuine interest in the subject 

· Teaching is enthusiastic and challenging 
· Learning objectives for RE are clearly shared with the pupils promote pupils knowledge, skills and understanding 
· The teacher organises a range of activities to promote pupil learning 
· Relationships are based on mutual respect 
· Adults relate well to pupils 
· Tasks set engage and challenge pupils 
· Independent learning is encouraged 
· The lesson contributes to the pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
· There is appropriate and respectful treatment of religious artefacts to enhance pupil learning 
· The pace of learning is challenging 
· Thinking skills are used to encourage pupils to reflect and question 
· The learning environment is well organised and supports pupil learning 
 

 

Satisfactory

· Pupils are well behaved 
· Pupils understand what they have to do 
· Relationships are constructive 
· Pupils enjoy RE 
· Progress is slow but taking place 
· Pupils can demonstrate some knowledge and understanding of the key beliefs and practices of Christianity and the other faiths studied 
Eg. Pupils are familiar with the festivals of the Christian year and the stories and beliefs which underpin them

· Knowledge and understanding of RE concepts and ideas is present 
· Pupils are able to identify key religious symbols 
· Pupils are developing skills of listening and a willingness to learn from others 
· Pupils are able to be sensitive to the feelings and ideas of others 
· Pupils are becoming aware of the impact of their own ideas and behaviour on others 
· Pupils are confident and alert 

· Teaching is accurate 
· The teacher is aware of the sensitive nature of the subject 
· There are clear and focused lesson objectives 
· Teaching methods are appropriate 
· Teaching meets the needs of all learners. 
     This includes those with learning difficulties

     Gifted and talented pupils, 

     Boys / girls

     Pupils with English as an additional language

     Pupils from diverse religious and ethnic backgrounds

· The teacher establishes an environment in which both teacher and pupils feel confident to draw upon their own beliefs and ideas to enhance the learning 
· Pupils are encouraged to seek meaning and interpret texts, artefacts and symbols 

· Tasks set engage and keep pupils focused 
· Pupils are insufficiently challenged to explore deeper issues 
· Pupils are given some scope to express their views 
· Pupils are active participants in the lesson 
· Lessons allow  some opportunities for pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
· Pupils are given opportunities to observe and handle religious artefacts 
 

Unsatisfactory/ Inadequate

· A significant number of pupils are making no progress in their knowledge and understanding of religious ideas and concepts 
· Pupil behaviour is restless and unsettled 
· Pupils are under achieving in their knowledge, understanding and skills of RE 
· Pupils belittle or abuse others and lack sensitivity 
· Teaching is not clearly focused on RE 
· The teacher does not have a clear understanding of what constitutes satisfactory  RE 
· The lesson objectives are unclear 
· There are few opportunities for pupils to develop their thinking skills 
· The teacher’s subject knowledge is inadequate 
· Teachers are dependent on a single textbook or source book 
· Expectations are low 
· Learning objectives are not shared with the pupils 
· The pupils’ learning is not challenged 
· Pupils are not given opportunities to engage with or to handle artefacts 
· Lessons are not differentiated to cater for the needs of all learners 
· No reference is made to pupils’ previous knowledge and understanding 
· The pace of learning is slow 
· Relationships show a lack of respect 
· Teaching is didactic and does not encourage independent learning 
· There is limited use of resources and artefacts 
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