JUDGEMENT GRADES FOR OBSERVING A EUCHARIST

Very Good / Excellent / Outstanding

· The Eucharist is conducted with sacred precision and clarity
· The Eucharist is conducted in an atmosphere of holiness
· The president’s clarity and precision helps to focus the pupils’ to the sense of god’s presence
· There is an interaction taking place with the pupils

· Pupils act as sides-people and welcome others to the service

· Pupils have produced the order of service with appropriate visual symbols, hymns etc.
· The offertory includes something from the life of the school eg. Pupils bake the bread or offer a box containing prayers 

· Pupils are encouraged to write original prayers and intercessions
· Pupils are encouraged to write special prayers eg. The Gospel Acclamation, The Post Communion Prayer
· Pupils help create the atmosphere for worship with music on entry / leaving
· Pupils’ contributions are of a high standard
· The address is thought-provoking and challenges the pupils’ thinking
· Staff join with pupils in reading passages from scripture and the intercessions
· Pupils talk enthusiastically about their experience
· Pupils have a clear understanding of the sacrament as a ritual of the Christian Community celebrating God’s love in action
· Pupils know and understand the term ‘ companionship’

· Pupils know and understand the structure of the service

· Older pupils know and understand key elements of Eucharistic worship eg the Kyrie, Gloria, Creed, General Confession and The Great Thanksgiving

· The majority of pupils are engrossed throughout
· Older pupils have an understanding of the term ‘liturgy’ 

· Where appropriate, pupils are able to join in the key prayers and responses eg. The Creed

· Pupils have an understanding of the four-fold action of ‘taking, giving thanks, breaking and sharing’

· Pupils have an understanding of the ways in which different denominations celebrate the Eucharist

· Pupils have an understanding of the symbolism and artefacts used

· If used, the pupils have an understanding of the vestments worn

· All members of the school community  / parents / governors are invited to take part

· Other members of the local Christian community are invited to take part

Good

· There is appropriate language used to engage the pupils and encourage pupil understanding

· Pupils understand the Eucharist as a sacrament

· The pace of delivery is engaging

· The service has a clear spiritual direction

· The timing of each component part of the liturgy is balanced and enhances the worship 

· A sense of awe, wonder and mystery is created

· There is a balance between congregational activity and passivity

· The president is well presented and sets an example to the pupils

· There is a clear sense of order throughout

· The president has clear presentational skills

· Pupils are included in the service and are invited to contribute

· Pupils write and read the intercessions

· Pupils read set readings from scripture

· Pupils take part in the offertory

· Staff are present and understand the significance of a Eucharist for the Christian Church

· Pupils from other faith communities are invited to join in the intercessions if appropriate

· Pupils write and read the intercessions

· Hymns and settings enhance the service

· Hymns and prayers are accessible to pupils from other faith backgrounds

· Younger pupils are encouraged to design / make the altar frontal, stole etc.

· The majority of the pupils are engaged throughout

· Those present are enabled to feel at ease and comfortable eg.There is a balance between the length of time those present have to stand, sit or kneel

· The address is of appropriate content and length to engage the pupils

· Pupils are able to join in the choice of hymns and settings

· Pupils know and understand the Lord’s Prayer

· The opportunities given for silence and reflection are appropriate and meaningful

· Pupils and staff are able to use the correct terms and language for the artefacts used

· Pupils can talk about their experience with interest, knowledge and understanding

· Pupils have a knowledge and understanding of the artefacts used

· Pupils understand that the Eucharist is linked to the Passover / Last Supper

· Pupils understand that bread and wine are key elements and symbols of the presence of Christ

· Pupils have a knowledge and understanding of the key components of a Eucharist eg. The Collect, Epistle and Gospel

· Pupils understand the relevance of the Peace

· Parents and support staff are invited to join in the Eucharist 

Satisfactory / Adequate

· Pupils are given the opportunity to observe a Eucharist in the school or in a Church

· The president is able to engage with those present

· The president ensures that the pupils are made to feel part of the worshipping community

· The service has a clear beginning and conclusion

· The president’s dress is appropriate and shows a respect for the sacrament and those present 

· An atmosphere for worship is created

· There is a clarity of presentation 

· An appropriate setting is used

· All of the key components for a Eucharist are present

· There is the right balance between the elements of word, prayer and praise

· There is a sense of pace and movement 

·  Pupils are prepared for what is taking place and what they are observing

· Pupils show an interest in what they are observing

· Pupils’ behaviour expresses a respect for the Eucharist as a sacrament

· An address if given, is appropriate for the age of the pupils present

· Staff are present and receive a blessing or the sacrament if appropriate

· Pupils are able to receive the sacrament or a blessing if appropriate

· The president relates well to those present.

· Those pupils from other faiths are well prepared as observers

· Pupils can talk with some understanding about what they have observed and experienced

 Unsatisfactory / Not Adequate

· The service is not regarded as special or central to the Christian Church

· The pupils are and staff are ill prepared for the experience of Eucharist

· Neither staff nor pupils have an understanding of the Eucharist as an act of Christian worship 

· Pupils’ behaviour is inappropriate. There is a high level of giggling and talking

· Pupils and staff are not made to feel welcome

· The president is ill prepared

· The president’s appearance does not set an example to the pupils

· The president is unable to communicate with pace, pitch, language used

· The address, if given, is inappropriate and takes no account of those present

· The presentation is sloppy and does not show respect for the sacrament or for those present

· The hymns and settings used do not enhance the atmosphere for worship

· Staff present do not understand the significance of Eucharist for Christians

· Pupils from other faith backgrounds are not prepared for this experience

· Pupils from other faiths are expected to join in and repeat inappropriate and offensive prayers and hymns

· The key elements of a Eucharist are not all present

· The timing is either too fast or too slow
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